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Newcastle journalist’s chance find brings city’s “missing years” to life.

NEWCASTLE Newcastle, the Missing Years

The Missing Years

By Greg and Sylvia Ray

S35 from The Newcastle Herald,
online at www.theherald.com.au

From Newcastle Region Library or
from selected newsagents.

Also available a limited edition 2011
, , calendar featuring selected images
Rediscovered Images of Newcastle and the Hunter from the bOOk, with Sl from each
Text by Greg Ray Image restoration by Sylvia Ray Sale tO benefit HMR'.

In June 2010, Newcastle Herald journalist Greg Ray bought 20 kilograms of glass and film negatives
at an auction.

To his amazement, the boxes of old negatives — when scanned — revealed a treasure-trove of
professional quality images of Newcastle and the Hunter in the 1930s and 1940s.

Even more amazingly, it appeared that some of the photos were almost certainly pictures “lost”
decades ago from the city’s newspaper archives.

Air-raid shelters in Hunter Street, torpedo-damaged ships in Newcastle Harbour, Spitfires at
Williamtown and Newcastle’s riotous celebration of VP Day in 1945 are just some of the
unforgettable images to emerge from this cache of material.

Greg and his wife Sylvia have restored the images and published a selection of them in a book:
Newcastle, the Missing Years.

An exhibition of selected images has opened at Newcastle Region Library’s Lovett Gallery.

A limited edition 2011 calendar has also been produced, with $1 from each calendar sold to be
donated to Hunter Medical Research Institute (HMRI).

For more information contact Greg Ray on 0418 160087.
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